
CAUSES FOR FACIAL PARALYSIS 

Peitersen Erik « Bell’s palsy » Acta Otolaryngol (2002) 

 

FRAME CAUSE         PERCENTAGE 

   

IDIOPATHIC None: frigore paralysis  71,5% 

 
   

INFECTIOUS 
Herpes simplex virus (HSV) and Zoster virus 

(ZHV) 
4,5%                            6,5% 

 Other viruses (MNI, HIV, CMV) 0,1% 

 
Syphillis 

 
Lyme disease (borreliosis) 

 
Acute bacterial otitis media 1,3% 

 
Malignant otitis externa (diabetes) 

 
Infected cholesteatoma 

 
Bacterial mastoiditis 

    

TRAUMATIC Rock fracture (skull) 4%  

 
Forceps delivery 6,6% 

 
Ear surgery (neuroma, cholesteatoma) 0,1% 

    

TUMORAL Parotid cancer 1,7%                            3,1% 

 Cancer metastasis (breast) 0,6% 

 
VIII neuroma and others 0,8% 

    

MULTISYSTEMIC Diabetes 3%                             7% 

 Polyneuritis 1,7% 

 
Multiple sclerosis 0,8% 

 
Sarcoidosis 0,8% 

 
Collagenosis 0,7% 

    

OTHER ?                           11,9% 

 


